
Outstanding Alumni: Ms. Jencie R. Fagan ‘80  

 

The Pine Middle School shooting occurred in Reno, Nevada, on March 14, 2006. The shooting was                
perpetrated by then fourteen-year-old student James Scott Newman who shot and injured two 14-year-old              
eighth grade classmates with a .38-caliber revolver that had belonged to his parents. Newman was arrested                
and charged as an adult on charges of attempted murder, use of a deadly weapon and use of a firearm by a                      
minor but later pleaded guilty to different charges of two counts of battery with a deadly weapon, in which he                    
had received sentencing as a juvenile. James Newman was sentenced to house arrest until he completed                
200 hours of community service. 

On March 25, 2008, athletics teacher Jencie Fagan, who was hailed a hero for her confrontation with the                  
shooter, was selected as one of the three national winners for the Above & Beyond Citizen Honor from the                   
Congressional Medal of Honor Society at a ceremony in Washington, D.C. 

 
On the day of the shooting, the start of school had been delayed by snow and not all students had arrived                     
when the shooting began. Just before 9:00 a.m., fourteen-year-old student James Scott Newman brought              
his mother's revolver to the school in his backpack. He removed the concealed pistol from his coat pocket                  
and loaded it with three rounds while in the bathroom. He chose his target, student Alexander Rueda, 14, at                   
random in a hallway outside the cafeteria. Before he started firing, a friend of Newman yelled at him to put                    
the gun away, but Newman told him to run. He pulled the trigger twice but the gun did not fire because those                      
chambers were empty. He then fired three times at Rueda. One bullet hit Rueda in the arm and torso, and                    
another ricocheted and hit student Kenzie McKeon, 14, in the leg from the shrapnel. The two injured students                  
had no prior relationship or arguments with Newman. Several students and teachers heard the shots and                
the physical education teacher, Jencie Fagan, approached Newman and challenged him. Fagan managed to              
convince Newman to drop his gun and then restrained him until more staff arrived to help. 

 
 

Other: 
https://vimeo.com/57156262 

 

https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/story?id=1732518&page=1 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pine_Middle_School_shooting?scrlybrkr=c1ba3a6d 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=MIdMe79Q4eo 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/teacher-who-put-herself-line-fire-daniel-jacobs/ 
 

https://deepenglish.com/2017/07/teacher-prevents-mass-shooting-hug/ 
 

https://vimeo.com/68797393 
 

https://calvert.photoshelter.com/gallery-image/032418-Reno-March-For-Our-Lives-for-The-Nevada-Independ
ent/G00001mHaUt0zWDw/I0000ba_GkTvBduE/C0000_sDxZvDEkr4 
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